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VASISHTA VERSUS VISWAMITRA 

(Magha Mahatmya Acfh, 27 & 28) 

Sarvajna Seva Nirata, Sastra Visarada, Upanyasa Ratnakara, S.M.S.O. 

Pandit Sri A M. RAMA RAO, B.A., L.T., 



The constant rivalry between these two 
sages is very well known in th@ early pages 
of the Valmiki Ramayana. During their 

first meeting, ' Viswamitra was impressed 
with the superiority of the Brahmanic lustre 
of Vasishta. Cursing his own Kshatriya 
i lour in the words, Dhik balam Kshatriya- 
bBlam, he set out for becoming a sage like 
Vasishta by hard penance in the four 
quarters. After a series of trials and lapses, 
bo succeded in not only becoming a 
Brahmarshi but in being hailed as such, by. 
tils own rival Vasishta. 

After the avatara of Sri Rama, Vasishta, 

as the hereditary priest of Ikshwakus, had 
the rare privilege of being the Guru of Rama. 
Wot to lag behind in this honour too. 
Iswamitra managed to take Sri Rama and 
Lakshmana with him and became their guru 
by initiating them in the mantras of Bala 
and Atibata and in the arts of missiles and 
weapons. The Ramayana puts a stop to his 
%airy here but chapters 23 and 27 of Vayu 
Purana, Magha Mahatmya, renew it and 
entertain us with interesting accounts 
thereof. (The above book in Sanskrit- with 
30 chapters of more than 2500 verses, is 
published by Gopal Narayan &Co., Bombay) 

Once in the assembly of devas and 
sages, Indra launched the following questi- 
ons! 'Who, among the jivas, Is the 
greatest ? Whom does the word, Brahman, 
primarily connote ? Who is the foremost 
of Brahmarishis and Devarishls ?' ASi 
others tooked up to Narada for the right 
answers and -Narada gave out, 'Sri Vayu, 
ttwLordof Bharati, is the greatest of jivas 
end the word, Brahman connotes Vishnu 
primarily. Vasishta and my humble self 
are respectively the foremost among 
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like him could be the 
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by Brahma alone, 

Thetefore 
Brahma along 

panied him with a He his 

case before him and for the vin* 

dilation of his and 

told him to in the 

persons of the 
Sesfia, the 



Viswamitra first to 

requested him to appear as 

a witness in his The 

his inability to stir oat at the 

of Sri Vishnu, he ^a* ths 

universe on one of his 
Then he went to Son-God, who 
his inability, as the - 

keeper of the * 

approached the seo^Agestye, told, 

"Sri Varaha restored the wee 

rolled like a roil and the 

nether - world i>F V 

should roll itself Qftca tnof, l 
ortendetetkmedonlt 
phents In the north 

the south. As such I am sotty I em 
to oblige you". dl ^ 

to Brahma and reported the ol the 

trio. 

Brahma then told Vasishta to 
them. When the parties rspeatftd tha 






n tnt ay- n s a^n^ tot tune and his 

l-fi'/it;^ oh:* of any pforfjced 

jfir *n 8 #hro 

to th* 

to and 

*0 you not to us 

out to ^ &o "^ e 

of of you is ctsar as 

the 
his 

in and k#pt 

fry ail to 

for 
and 

Us and 

to of of 

in thft an 

Sri for 

10 to 

H 

In an opporl- 

for list 

the 10 

t)li of a 

lit a 

in his and the 

lor to 

Tlit did is ht Wii 

ttif f sil a 

him 

but thi up th0 

101 him in for his 

by his 

ht th0 on 

hit 

fen him ttti of 
fht of 

ttft of 



it to a lerrn of a dozon years, 

failed in his attempt 10 
wrong Vasishia, Viswamitra set up the 
against his rival for devouring 

Ws hundred sons. Alas ! they v*ere all 
and Vasishta was imnnersed In an 

of grief. Brahma comforted and 
consoled him, safeguarded his pregnant 
daughter-in-law against the Rakshasa 
the of Madhavastavaraja, a king of 

in of Sri Madhavs, the Loid 

of Lakshini and predicted the birth of Sri 

as his grandscn, Vadavyasa. 

Viswamitra had to pay a 
for it. He was haunted and chased 
by a ghosts. He fled for fife, all 

the and sought the help of all 

like the Kakasura and Durvasas, but 
in vain. At last Sri Siva told hisn to taks 
the month of Magha in 
the maters of the seven sacred rivers and 
the prayers of Gayatri mantra, 
did so and was absolved of his 
sins. Thenceforward he became the 
(presiding sage) for Gayatri. 



Again Viswamitra resumed his penance 

in a form more rigid than before. India 

and his partisans to foil if but 

in vain. When he was non-pfussed, Urvasl 

volunteered to achieve his purpose, indra 

the Sun and the Moon play the 

of two on earth and raid the city 

of other. He too should appear on 

as the of a third city with 

others* She, as a refugee of 

of the cities, would seek shelter 

the roof of Vi&wamitra, caoiivate him 

her charms and faring him to his 

in the form of a dog. 

incfra arranged for the execution of tier 
Viswakaima the celestial archit- 
ect went on as she had 
Viswamitra was caught In tier pet 



a nd was so enamoured of her that he could 

never part with her ven for a minute One 

fine morning, she craved his permission lor 

her relatives In a city near by. He 

not follow her as he could be 

mistaken for her paramour. Unwilling to 

part with her, Viswamitra had to follow her 



Accordingly she set out with him lo 



the city of and 
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no 
him to bag 

since nil the due 10 hit 

unhealthy the 

hid DO 
go but to do so ind 






WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS i 



AMRUTUR ENGINEERING CO., 

ENGINEERS CONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS 



A. S. RAJAQOPALAN 
PARTNER 



Phone: 44070? 

37, G. S. COLONY, 
CENETOPH LANE, 
MADRAS-SQQOtS. 



THE HiSSAGE OF THE SHANTIHANTRA 

Vidyaratna, Dvaitavedantarasajna, 
Dr. B. N. K. SHARMA, M.A., Ph.D., D.iitt,* 

of Sanskrit Ruparat College,. Bombay 16 . 
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Vadlraja Svanni (1480-1600) who has shed 
much new light upon many texts and topics 
connected with Ovaita Siddhanta. In 
this short paper I propose to introduce the 
reader to the beautiful way in which Sri 
Vadiraja has established one of the crucial 
tenets of Ovaita Philosophy the preeminen- 
ce of Vayu as Jsvoitama and Devottama on 
the basis of one such important text What 
distinguishes Sri Vadiraja is the easy and 
appeaiingly facile way in which he has 
tried to carry conviction to even the most 
sceptic minded and the most begold 
opponents by taking the most obvious and 
universally accepted texts and making them 
yield unsuspected results. For instance there 
is ths wail known Shantimantra recited by 
all Vedic reciters afid students of Upani- 

shads when they begin the Vedic recitation 1 
and end it. 
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Sri Vadiraja asks us to ponder over 
the order in which the gods aie named in 
the first foui lines ending with Vishnu the 

Urukrama fwide pacer? at the conclusion of 
all. He then asks us to mirk th reference 
to Vayu as Pratyaksha brahman. This is 
not to be accepted as an identity propositi- 
on. Syich Identification is not expended to 



the other deites Mitra or Varyna, 

Is the point here In accosting Vayy 
of the aevatas as Pratyakshanrs brahma, 
else can the object of the invocati 

on be, but to represent Vayu as the highest 
prattka ;or PwttmaJ in and through which 
the supreme Brahman who is Vedavedya is 
10 be accomplished ? The manner in which 
the mantra proceeds is significant says 
Vadlraja. 

The supreme Brahman who is Veda 
vldya is first callsd upon and receive our 
salutation - Mam Brahonane Next to the 
supreme Brahman our salutation goes to 
Vayti who Is styled Pratyaksham brahma. 
if tha Sruti intended a straightaway identity 
of Vayu with the Supreme Brahman the 
epithet "pratyaksham", would have been 
dispensed with as it serves no purpose. The 
text could have been worded simply as 
N&meste vayo twameva Brahma a$l Twam 
tw Brahma Vadisyami. 

There is no special propriety in calling 
Vayu Pratyaksham brahma unless It be that 
Vayu is the Pratima (medium) in and through 
whom Brahman should be worshipped and 
meditated upon. 
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However, there are differences in respect 
of leading an active life and renouncfatiofi 
of life, and the priorities to be assigned to 
these from the point of view of spiritual 
progress. The Mimansakas hold the view 
the active life is really the life and there 
js OR nad of any renounciation. The 
Joy one can think of can be obtained 
by sacrificial activity. The various advant- 
ages of life also can be had by ritualistic 
activities. Th nitya karmas, of course, have 
to be undertaken for the stability of man 
and society. They envisage two sets of 
activities viz. obligatory and voluntary. 
Their concept of duty is restricted to 
obligatory activities only. The Advaiti 
Vedanta on the other hand, places a premium 
on ranounciation A man's spiritual pro- 
gress can be achieved only by complete 
renoynciation and the knowledge of the 
centra! truth. The central truth is imparative 
and does not admit any subject - object 
relation. Therefore, all activities are opposed 
to it. Mo doubt, such men who do not aim 
at final spiritual progress can undertake 
activities and some of these activities are 
obligatory while others are voluntary. But 
activity or duty as such has no highest 
philosophical significance and does not fit 
into the scheme of spiritual progress All 
activities have to be renounced obligatory 
or voluntary. 

in between these two extreme stands 
ths other schools of Indian thought fix some 
or other priority to activity and renounci* 
ation. 



It is Sri. Madhvacharya who ruled out 
ijierenounciation of activity as a necessary 
sondition for spiritual progress. He pointed 
iat that one should not make a confusion 
between the renounciation of motives arid 
the renounciation of the activity itself 
What is a necessary condition for spiritual 
piogress is the renounciation of motive or 
sankalpa sannyasa but not the renounciation 
of activity itself or karmasannyasa. Svadha- 
rma or vihitakarma is obligatory for a man. 
Inaction is as much adharma as the wrong 
iction is Similarly paradharma is also 
idharma. Now, it is not more machanicaf 
performance of one's duties that constitutes 
Sadliarma but the performance of It with 
3 correct perspective. This perspectiv e 
involves cartain basic factors Firstly no 
one should arrogate that he is the entire 
force behind these activities. There are five 
factors behind every activity these are 
1, Adhisthana the place, time etc. 2. Karta 
the agent 3. Karanathe instruments and 
aids. 4. Prsthak Chesta the various co- 
ordinating activities and 5. Daiva the 
unseen divine hand behind it. The last 
factor is the most important one. It is within 
the scheme of the over-all will of God that 
capable of functioning, This realisa- 
tion naturally reduces the self-styled way of 
tinctiontng and self centred motivation. Not 
to have any restricted and self-centred 
in undertaking ene's duties and 
activities Js what is called Sankalpasannyasa 
or motive-less activity. This requires en- 
!g|Tfcned approach to every activity. The 
nfightenment is the awareness of the 
Ugliest force behind every activity viz God. 
Thus, awareness of God as the primary or 
chief agent of every activity, master of all 
instruments and aids connected with 
activity, and consequently the results 
out of every activity not belonging 
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a social or religious concept but it 

is a philosophical concept in Indian Culture. 

It Is Invested with a rich socio-phllosophica! 

so as to enable man to undertake 

his both for his welfare here and the 

welfare. The concept has attained 
its full development in Sri. fVfadhva*s 
Philosophy. 
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the of moksa'*. in fact He is DM 

one inspires love for us In our wife-; 

and Jayalirtha exclaims that l% ] 

is 0ur friend, Lord and Preceptor. Tin' 
instructs us as to $${ 

conduct in life, lo live in amity 
our and to attain the feet of %! 

Lord, The scheme of five fold 

guide line for safe, sane, 
living. 
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Sri 'MaJtwa*s of five fold 

(Pancha its 

by Of P. 



Sii Madhva outlines, a scheme of Five 
Fold Differences, as ultimata and abso. 
lute. The Lord is absolutely different from 
Ii9 sauls. The souls are different from 
018 another, the world of matter is differ- 
ent from the Lord and the Souls and parti- 
cles of matter are different from one 
another. No two things are alike. There 
s no telescoping of one object Into another. 
Objects are different from one another 
and so are their characteristics. 
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Sri Madhva's scheme of the fiir* fold 
differences is not a mere abstract, meta- 
physical cancept unrelated to human life. 
Jts interest is not msrely theoretic, specul- 
ative and analytical. It has enormous 
significance for our conduct inhuman life 
and understanding man-man, man-god 
relation. 

The average human being imagines 
that he is his body. (Dehatma bhava). 
One has only to look at the way one meti- 
culously strives to adorn one's body and 
conform to (even inconvenient) dress 
regulations. This arises from the dehatma 
bhava. Sri Madhva cautions us that we 
are not our body. We are not insentient 
matter f Jadaj. We have a certain responsi- 
bilit/ and a limited degree of freedom, a 
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THE GREATNESS OF SHRI MADHWACHARYA 

(Vidyabhaskar : Maclhavacharya S, 
B.T., Retd, Professor and Head of the Department, 



it is an accepted fact that a tenet be- 
comes valid and deserves to be accep- 
tad only when it is supported by correct 
tnd sufficient evidence. 

(m*rr star tofafe) 

Different schools of Philosophy putt 
forth tenets that are quite opposite and ara 
incompatible or ir-reconcilable with one 
another. Each school has got to advance 
sufficient evidence to prove its tenets and 
make thsm acceptable to others. If a tenet 
is to be accepted without any evidence, 
why should not the 'son of a barren woman 
or the horns of a hare' be accepted? it is 
therefore obvious that every School should 
Advance evidence to establish the validity 
of its tenets- 

The importance and the necessity of 
tfie evidence cannot be over-rated not only 
1,ii philosophy but in every walk of life S 
4W philosophical discussion should 1 , begin 

a critical analysis and establishment 
of real evidence or tool of. correct keowta- 
; de. If a discussion is begun without any 
;0nderstanding of true evidence, the discus- 

is bound to be merely a talk in the air 
.Hind cannot lead' to any valid conclusion, 
fiuch discussion may be compared with "the 
.quarrel between a deaf and a blind 1 person 
Iboura musical performance of an actor. 
tjhb daf parson is giving his opinion about 
tte quality of the music and assarting if 

the blind person is giving 'his opinion 
the beauty of the actor and asserting 
' It "with equal vehemence, 

;! ' ' It should be noted that mosti of the 
'discussions at present in the political field 
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of numerous defects of tin 

author. It is impossible by mere reason!^ 
to prove that an author Is free from 1 
defects and endowed with all qualities that 
are necessary for the validity of his work* 
So the idea of Apourosheya Vakya or un 
written work is not a mere assumption but 
Is an unavoidable necessity to establish any 
tenet that is beyond the scope of perception, 

?! 



* Having thus established the existence 

and validity of Apaurusheya Veda, Stwl 

goes in to prove the teneta 

an the basis of this valid Veda, just as a 

proves some theorems andbf 

of them proves the others. So the 

Idea of Apourusheya Veda and its validity te 

not a blind belle! and a negation of logic 

but Is a sound conclusion of irrefuabje logic. 

Shri Narayaoa Pandltacharya has stated 

in Sumadhwi-VIjaya that Shri Madhwa'ss 

Philosophy is irrefutable at all times, Thert 

is nothing 'over* or wrong In this statement* 

Because Shri Wadhwacharya has first 

proved the nature of tools of correct know* 

and then has every where based hie 

conclusions on the solid foundations of 

tools. TO refute a philosophy, is 10 

that there is no evidence ar reasoning 

it. There Is not a single statement 

in works which is not 

corroborated by proper and 

sufficient evidence. Thus it becomes- 

for any person at any time <to 

refute Madhwa Philosophy This is the 

greatness of Shri Madhwacharya and hi* 

works. One will realise fully this greatness 

by studying in detail Shri Vishnu Tatwa 

Vinirnaya and his other w rks. We should 1 

be proud of Shri Madhwacharya not 

because we arc born Madhwas but because 

Shri Madbwacharya is really great and 

we the fortune of being the Madhwis. 
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COIMBATORE LAKSHMI 
COTTON PRESS (P) 'LTD. 




Sl-A Road, 



Weavers Choice : 

RAJALAKSHMI COTTON ,YARN 

RAJALAKSHMl ViSCOSE YARN 

RAJALAKSHM1 BLENDED YARN 

Best for its price : 
PRIYADBARSHINI CAMBRIC 
R L M - 210 DHOTI 

E L M - 1703 SUPERIOR MULL 



The Rajaiakshmi Mills Ltd. 

Hmi Qgpc* : %-aach Unit : 
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RAMAN & RAMAN PWAJE 

NAGESWARAN NORTH STREET, 
KUMBAKONAM-620001. 

(Dealers for International Tractors for Thunjavur, 
Tiruchirapaili and PuduJcottai District). 



Branch Office : 



No. 1 -A, Williams Road, Cantonment, 
Tiruchirapalii-620001. 



The Chola Emperor Kulothunga Deva II) rulsd from A.D. 1178 to 
A.D. 1 21 8. In his Theerthanagarl Inscription dated A. D 11 93, 
Kulothunga says that "in the Chola country where there is no 
Toll Tax mountains of Rice rt available, because of ttw 
pospsrous agriculture. 

We, the descendants of that great Choia culture, are also proud 
to state that in this era we too hav contributed to the develop- 
ment of Agriculture and larger production of Rice in the Csuvery 
delta, once the Chola country. Because we have sold hundred* 
of 'INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS' and they do the job, 
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WELCOME TO A WEALTH OF LUXURIOUS CARPETS & 
FURNJSHING FABRICS 



MANOHAR the only furnishing accessories show room i 
you can mix and match carpets, tapestry, curtains, art Wow 
bed covers gives you the widest selection m MODI FLOOR 
CARPETS in wool and synthetics choice of cut pile, uncut pile or 
a mixture of both in a variety of eolouis. 

FURNISHING FABRICS 
Select from trend setting designs and fabrics 

BED COVERS 

Unusual Luxury bed covers in a variety of texture, and Design., 
Also available FOAM SS*S, WOLLEN BUffE* 
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FOUNDATIONS 

MGIHEERS & CONTRACTORS 

37, GANGAI AMMAN KO!L STREET, 
ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS -600 01 4. 



Specialists in: . . . .' " 

PILING WORK - - ' : . - . . :. - 

PILE FOUNDATION' FOR MULTI STOREYED BUILDINGS 
BRIDGES, CHIMNEYS, HEAVY MACHINE FOUNDATION 

' ' 



Grams: HANSLOT 
Phone;, Off: 843707 & 845643 
Res: 423679 a 446120 
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ENGINEERING & COMMERCIAL AGENCI& 

4, SMITHS ROAD, 
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SPINNERS 
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LAKSHMI-GRAF 

FLEXIBLE AND 
HIGH PRODUCTION 
METALLIC CARD 
CLOTHING 



Manufactured in collaboration with the world-renowned 
firm of Graf, Switzerland. 



Manufacturers : 

XLiia.lc01a.3aa5. CeuircL 
' ' 



KLuppuswamy Naidupuram-638 662 
Coimbatore Dist. 



Sole Selling Agents : VOLTAS LIMITED 

Textile Machinery Division 

BOMBAY, CALCUTTA MADRAS, 
NEW DELHI, BANG/ LORE, 
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WHEEL MOVERS (INDIA) 



IF-.32, 
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Phone; 236674 



Distributors for : 

MOVERS AUTO PARTS & RUBBER PRODUCTS, 
PACCO CARBURETOR PARTS, CABLEX CABLES, 
KAFILA PRODUCTS, D. D. PRODUCTS, 
MANU BUSHES PREMIER PRODUCTS, 

DRUK PARTS AND MEW PRODUCTS. 
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Bio-Data 




Sri. H. &. Rauganathacharya 

Vidwan Shiromani 



Sri H.K. Ranganathacharya is the second son of Sri H. Krishnamoorthi Aehary; 
of Hebbani. He had his early education in Holavanahalll till 1928. He was the studer 
of Srimushnam Sri Ashvatanarayanachar (known as Annaji-Raysru, father of the presen 
Honorary Secretary of the S.M.S.O. Sabha). He was a student of the school run by th 
S M S 0. Sabha Chirtanur and passed his Siromani Examination conducted by the Madri 
University. He also got through -Vidwat" in 1943 at Mysore. IN 1945 he. wrote a boo 
Madhwa Parama Siddhantha". won laureils for this book from many scholars. He ha 
transliterated "Atharvana, Talavakara and other upanishads to Kannada for the benefit < 
Madhwa Public. He has been the Editor of the monthly magazine Sri Sudha and . ;tt 
Dharmadikari of the S.M.S.O. Sabha and is actively participating in the Sabha Sessia 
every year. 
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Engineering Company 
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ENGINEERS - TRADERS - BUILDERS 



Works Branch: 
MADRAS-600 Q34. 

Phone 

Grams: KOTSON-TENAL1 
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} 12, G. N. Chetty Road, 
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM : 




TELEPHONE : 76659 



MADRAS ENGINEERING 
CONCERNS 

SANITARY ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 






11, Sir C Y. HAMAH feOAD, 
ALWARHT, 

018. 
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VISEALA INDUSTRIES 



Mfrs.: JOTHI & feOUM 

STEEL WINDOWS, DOORS & GENERAL 

FABRICATORS, FOUNDRY AND 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 



F-l, 
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PHONE: Off: 632106 
Res: 613077 



IN n HIGH DUTY GREY 

AND CHILLED CAST '.RON 

U SPECIAL ALLOY CAST 1RC\ 

n SPHEROIDAL GRAPHITE i = CN 

r] HEAT AND WEAR RESISTANT STEH 

n MANGANESE STEEL HAD? EL3 
(upto 120 kg per p'.eoe.- 

Specifications : IS BS, ASTV. DA, 



Pefco Foundry & 
Chemicals Ltd. 
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